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1. Introduction 
 

The CREATE:ENERGY Conference “Mach ma Watt“ took place in Raddusch on 9-10 
October 2025.  

It brought together researchers, local representatives, and civil society actors to discuss 
current developments and future strategies for citizen-based energy projects in Lausitzer 
Revier (Brandenburg) and Rheinisches Revier (Köln). 

This report summarizes the key sessions, reflections, and overall impressions from the 
conference participants. 

 

2. Conference Days Overview 
 

2.1. Day 1 – “Statuskonferenz”  
 

 

• The importance of the conference that brings together academia, civil society, 
municipal administration was emphasized. 

• A significant question was posed.” How can energy projects in post-mining regions 
be successfully planned and implemented?”. 

 

 

 

• The conference aimed at demonstrating what can possibly be done and how to 
make Future-Relevant social projects a reality. 

• Energy bridge as the driver of regional development was emphasized.  
• Lausitzer revier is not investing much in wind energy, rather in solar energy. 
• Solar panels produce 150-230 Watts per square meter which is significantly higher 

than plants that produce 2-6 Watts per square meter. 
• What is the expectation, with reference to energy transition, by the year 2040? 

There was an attempt to respond to this question. 
• What is the position or the opinion of environmental associations? 
• Is there a conflict between utilization area and nature protection activities? 
• Innovative ideas include combining solar parks with agriculture and livestock, 

where solar panels provide the shade needed for certain crops to grow and offer 
shelter for farm animals. 

Opening & Keynote 

Forum 1: Arten & Biotopschutz 
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• The combination of solar parks and agricultural use - what are the most common 
conflicts? 

 

 

 

• A face-to-face interview was carried out with five (5) conference participants. In 
the interview, they are asked a range of questions such as: How did one come in 
contact with Create Energy programme? What is their opinion about the objectives 
or goals of Create Energy etc. Participants spoke about their expectations, with 
one from a Kommune stating that they will be free from fossil fuels in 3 years’ time. 

• Discussions focused on citizen involvement in energy projects, municipal 
participation, and how small towns like Görlitz or Calau are experimenting with 
community. 

• Traute Wiegand could not attend the podium. 
• Attendance of citizens from Calau and Göritz. 
• It is important the necessity of a “third neutral-player” that supports that process 

for the citizens and cooperatives. 
• Most were of the opinion that the Create Energy project It is about securing good 

livelihoods for the next generation. 
• Understanding knowledge production and democratic development. 
• Valuable quote by Günter Thiele, “Wir haben keine Kulturbeteiligung“ (as the 

meaning in English, we do not have a participatory culture in German society). 
• Valuable quote by Dirk Marx, „Alles Spielen im Raum ist ein Spielen“ (everyone 

matters). 
• Session was closed noting the need for stronger collaboration between local 

governments and citizens. 
 

 

 

• The goal of the project is the empowerment of the civilians (citizens) to 
independently develop energy sources. 

• Cooperation between community and citizens is not only for acceptability 
purposes but also a deciding factor in practical implementation of energy 
transition at the communal level (valuable quote by Agnes Förster “Die 
Kooperation zwischen Kommunen und Bürgern ist nicht nur eine Frage zur 
Akzeptanz, sondern auch ein entscheidender Faktor für die praktische Umsetzung 
der Energiewende auf kommunaler Ebene“). 

• The issue of being independent energy producer and challenges that come with it 
are discussed. 

• There are 100 hectares of potential rooftop areas within in Lausitzer Revier. 

Forum 2: Podium „Gesellschaft u. Energiewende-Projekte“ 

Forum 3: Methodische Herangehensweisen der „Forschung“ 
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Specifically, Prof. Dr. Agnes Förster (RWTH Aachen) presented early findings from their 
research on participatory methods for regional energy transition. As following: 

• It was shared methodological insights on how collaborative planning and citizen 
engagement can improve acceptance and innovation. 

• Innovative and interdisciplinary research methods used to study regional and 
urban transformation, with a focus on the energy transition, were discussed. 
Methods were discussed such as mapping, scenario development, collaborative 
workshops, indicator development, and project mapping to facilitate dialogue 
among various stakeholders; including academia, civil society, and regional 
actors. 

• Her approach highlights the importance of transdisciplinary exchange, 
participatory processes, and co-production of knowledge to address complex 
challenges in structural change and sustainability. This methodological variety 
supports creative and practice-oriented solutions to guide regions through 
transitions like the lignite phase-out and towards sustainable futures. 

 

 

 

Based on Steffen Häusler, it was mentioned that this CE project is like a building block 
on the path to social transformation. He further mentioned as follows: 

• How do I see the world, is an important consideration for the success of this 
project. 

• Why Citizen Science? 
• The interrogation of: where, what, how much, is an important consideration. 
• Understanding of semantics could be helpful in implementation of this project. 
• Overall, it was a very philosophical lecture. 

According to Willhelm-Kelm´s presentation, the following regulations, which are to 
come into effect, could boost the Create Energy goals: 

• Everyone can generate electricity. 
• Everyone can supply electricity. 
• Everyone can be supplied electricity from anyone. 
• In Germany (or Lausitzer Revier?) the annual renewable energy production is 

12,747 kWh, while only 8,276 kWh per year is needed. 

 

 

 

 

 

Forum 4: Herangehensweise „Bürgerwissenschaften, Citizen Science“ 
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Dr. Janina Messerschmidt lecture brought to light some quotes by Margaret Mead's that 
cover themes of social change, the importance of individual action, and the environment. 
Some well-known ones include: 

• "Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the 
world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever has,"  

• "We won't have a society if we destroy the environment," and  
• "Children should be taught how to think, not what to think". 

Based on Günter Thiele presentation, he aims to establish a Dorfparliament (Village 
Parliament) that would ventilate on the issues related to energy transition. 

 

2.2. Day 2 – “Zukunftskonferenz”  
 

 

The second day of the conference began with welcome remarks from Dr. Dirk Marx (BTU) 
and Barbara von der Ropp.  

 

 

 

 

Based on Barbara von der Ropp presentation: 

• She explained the details about the EnTranC-Projekt and the current challenges 
and opportunities for energy cooperatives, presenting Görlitz as a model for 
participatory approaches. 

• She discussed the design of energy transition from the citizens’ perspective. 
• Achieving the energy transition with citizens´ involvement, requires three key 

elements: Energy, Science, and Cooperatives/Associations. 
• A “formula” was also presented summarizing the main components of the energy 

transition process: 
Citizen initiates + Associations + Communities + Companies (Energy). 

• Regrets that so many billions have to go out of the economy to buy fossil fuels yet 
the region has it all, in terms of the solar and the wind. 

• Explains the advantages of energy cooperative societies investing in renewable 
energy. For instance: money is retained in the region, value addition of region takes 

Forum 5: Zivilgesellschaft, Energiewende und Reviere 

(Citizen Sciences, 2.0) 

Opening & Keynote 

Forum 1: Energiegenossenschaften u. regionale Bürgerbeteiligung 

gemeinsam mit Kommunen stärken 
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place, a resilient independent energy supply system that addresses sustainability 
alongside responsibility emerges. 

• Highlighted the essential role of energy cooperatives in advancing the energy 
transition, focusing on both challenges and opportunities.  

• She showed how participatory models foster community engagement, offer 
innovative financing structures, and create a sense of shared responsibility for 
sustainable development. 

• Concluded that Mach Ma Watt is more than just a technology, it is in fact a 
community project in civilians or citizens hands (under the control of citizens). 
Everyone can take part. From small to huge contributions, a strong and self-
confident region can be created.  

• Overall, her message was that active and inclusive participation; despite 
regulatory and financial hurdles; remains key for a successful, community-driven 
transition to renewable energy. 

• Valuable quote from Barbara von der Ropp, “MmW ist mehr als Technik – es ist ein 
Gemeinschaftsprojekt in Bürgerhand“ („Mach ma Watt! Is more than just 
technique, it is also a community project in the hands of the citizen”). 

 

Some keynotes from Marcus Branke (EnBW): 

• He shared insights on civic participation in ongoing efficiency projects, proposing 
Görlitz as a potential pilot site for citizen-based renewable models. 

• Discussed the following concept: “From Idea to Project” in reference to Energy 
Park Görlitz-Koßwig-Vetschau. 

• Mentioned the legal limits that govern the involvement of citizens in a project. 
• Outlined the different categories of finance support that EnBW offers to citizens 

interested in participating in energy transition projects. 
• Empowering citizens and local groups to take an active role in renewable energy 

projects, ensuring that benefits and decision-making remain in the community. 
• Introducing diverse participation and financing models, so that a wide range of 

stakeholders; such as local residents, cooperatives, investors, and direct energy 
users; can be involved. 

• Emphasizing regional value creation, like lease payments to landowners, 
contracts for local businesses, and tax benefits to communities. 

• Promoting innovative concepts like energy sharing, local knowledge transfer, and 
flexible frameworks to overcome barriers and resistance. 

• Underscoring transparency and dialogue in project planning, with early and 
ongoing local engagement. 

• Highlighting that these efforts are not just about technology, but about building 
strong, self-confident regions through collective action and shared ownership. 
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Günter Thiele interviewed three participants. He led the interviewees through some type 
of reflective discussion on various topics related to Create Energy project. He also 
mentioned that this forum would better be named as “Günter Thiele hört zu…” 

The main idea of the presentation was to show how the energy transition in Germany can 
be advanced through strong involvement of citizens, communities, and local businesses. 
It highlights various participatory and financial models; such as cooperatives and direct 
local use; that empower communities to take ownership in renewable energy projects. 
The approach aims to generate regional value, foster innovation, and build a more 
sustainable, decentralized energy system with benefits shared broadly across society. 

 

 

 

The aim of this forum was to provide updates on various tasks and topics related to the 
CE Projekt. Several presentations were shared, including: 

• “Everyone.energy”, which is responsible for developing the app with the support 
of BBen. 

• “RA David Seiler”, presented the data protection (Datenschutz) aspects to be 
considered for the information used on the website and the app. Specifically 
outlining responsibilities regarding the Mach Ma Watt!! website (hosted by IONOS) 
and the STRATOS web application. It was explained who is responsible for handling 
data, whether BTU) alone or together with partners, and clarifies the legal basis 
and purpose of data processing. It emphasized minimizing data to what is 
necessary, specifying retention periods, IT security measures, and maintaining 
data processing records as required for research and advisory services to citizens 
and municipalities. 

At the end, the participants from RWTH Aachen had to leave early due to their train 
schedule. As a result, the conference ended earlier than expected, and the presentation 
from RIFS-Potsdam and SPREEAKADEMIE did not take place. 

Dr. Marx closed the day with monitoring insights and a look ahead, emphasizing long-
term collaboration and continued experimentation at the municipal level. 

 

3. General impressions and participation 
 

The presentation by Steffen Häusler (Tag 1 – Forum 4, Vortrag: EUTOPIE) was not very well 
received by the entire audience. Some comments questioned the relevance of his 

Forum 2: Reflexionsgespräche: Günter Thiele spricht mit …. 

 

 

Forum 3: Das Projekt CREATE:ENERGY  - Statusbericht 
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presentation in connection to the theme of the conference. Some participants founded 
too philosophical. However, his enthusiasm and commitment during the presentation 
were genuinely appreciated. 

 

4. Feedback and Recommendations 
 

4.1. Feedback 

• The inclusion or involvement of environmental associations or groups 
(Umweltwände) in choosing of space or area to be utilized for energy production 
should begin at the initial or early stages of planning for easier acceptability. 

• Good planning is required, which should include involvement of local 
communities, in order to avoid conflicts between agricultural use and 
establishment of PV-systems. 

• Most participants were of the opinion that the Create Energy project is about 
securing good livelihoods for the next generation. 

• The dialogue between academia (BTU, RWTH) and local actors (municipalities, 
cooperatives, NGOs) was particularly strong. 

• Participants agreed that successful regional transformation depends on trust, 
local knowledge, and flexible governance structures. 

• The program was quite full of activities. During the observation, it was noticed that 
most people left after the Mittagspause. 

• The conference bridged research, governance, and civil society around the energy 
transition in Lusatia. Citizen participation and cooperative models emerged as 
central themes across all forums. 

 

4.2. Recommendations  

• It was suggested to include the translation of Lausitzer Revier in Sorbisch 
language on the MachmaWatt!! T-shirt and website. Unfortunately, this T-shirt can 
only be worn during summer, however, there could be an opportunity to create 
some sweaters or hoodies to wear during colder months. 

• It is important to follow the program schedule to ensure that the conference day 
ends at the planned time. For example, the Spaziergang started at least one and a 
half hours later than expected. 

• In the conference room, chairs were placed in the middle for the audience and 
tables on the sides for those who needed them. However, this arrangement was 
not very practical, as people tended to sit more at the tables, which made the 
group appear more separated. 

• Sharing the posters was very valuable, but next time it would be great to have at 
least a short moment to review the posters and give the presenters time to explain 
their work, since the information might be of interest. 
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• Some participants mentioned that the Teilnehmendenliste was unnecessarily 
long. It would be helpful to find an alternative way to make it more concise and to 
leave more space for email information (no more than three columns). 

• Some mugs (Tassen) were ordered as gifts for the presenters. It would be 
convenient to include a special session before the Mittagspause to hand them over 
as a gesture of appreciation for their time and commitment in attending the 
conference. 

• It was very noticeable that most of the audience came from academia, 
companies, or partner organizations of the project. For future activities, it is 
important to involve more people from the local community, since the project is 
meant for them and by them. Having their input during the conference would be 
extremely valuable. 

• Is suggested that valuable quotes mentioned during the conference be included in 
the Stimmen section of the website. 

 

 

5. An der Schnittstelle von Wissenschaft und 
Bürgerweisheit 

 
Ein persönliches Statement zur Jahreskonferenz Create-Energy 2025 
 
Ja, das Thema ist anspruchsvoll, hat Überforderungspotenzial. Diese Einschätzung am 
Ende der Veranstaltung teile ich auch. 
Die zwei-tägige Jahreskonferenz „Create Energy“ am 9. und 10. Oktober 2025 in 
Raddusch hat an vielen Schnittstellen aufgezeigt, wie vielfältig und diffizil die 
Themen und Herausforderungen sind, die es mit Blick auf den geplanten 
Kohleausstieg und dem anstehenden Strukturwandel zu betrachten und zu lösen gilt. 
Eine Mammutaufgabe, die nicht davor abschrecken darf, sich auf den Weg zu machen. 
 
Energieversorgung neu denken 
Zumal sich schon viele Experten, Praktiker, Wissenschaftler, Kommunalpolitiker 
Befürworter, Unterstützer, Bürgerinnen und Bürger auf diesem Weg befinden und sich 
auch während der Konferenz mit ihren Erfahrungen, ihrem Wissen, ihren Visionen und 
Fragen einbrachten. 
Sie alle verstehen sich als Lernende in einem Prozess, in dem es gilt, die 
Energieversorgung neu zu denken. Dazu zählt, Strom bedarfsgerecht, regional und mit – 
Mehrwert für alle – zu produzieren. Es geht damit einher, Potenziale zu erschließen, die in 
lokaler Beteiligung noch vielerorts brachliegen. Dabei machen Bürgerenergieprojekte wie 
Bürgerenergiegenossenschaften bereits von sich Reden– ob deutschlandweit oder in der 
Lausitz. 
 

Brücken bauen 
In diesem Kontext ist die Initiative MACH MAWATT unter Federführung des 
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Lehrstuhls Öffentliches Recht an der BTU Cottbus – Senftenberg in Kooperation mit der 
RWTH Aachen angetreten, um den Strukturwandel in den Braunkohlerevieren der Lausitz 
und des Rheinlands als Brückenbauer zu begleiten – transdisziplinär, wie es in der 
Wissenschaft so schön heißt. 
Das haben die zwei Tage mit einer Themenvielfalt aufgezeigt, die von Initiativen und 
Pilotprojekten, praktischen Erfahrungen, wissenschaftlichen Erkenntnissen, 
methodischem Herangehen, Beratungs- und Schulungsangeboten bis zu rechtlichen 
Aspekten reichte. 
 
Vertrauensverlust überwinden 
Es war inspirierend, dieser Themenvielfalt zu folgen und auf eine nicht 
selbstverständliche Offenheit und Leidenschaft zu treffen. Ich war begeistert und habe 
das im Nachhinein auch geteilt. Gegenwind bekam ich von einer Freundin: „Das glaubst 
du doch selbst nicht. Hört sich wie nach der Wende an. Da wurden über die Köpfe der 
Menschen hinweg Millionen versenkt und passiert ist gar nichts, jedenfalls nicht für die, 
die unmittelbar betroffen waren.“ 
 
Sie erklärte mir, warum sie so enttäuscht ist, hatte von der Lausitzer Naturenergie 
Genossenschaft in Nebelschütz erfahren und die Informationen an den Bürgermeister 
weitergeleitet. Den Gedanken, eine Energiegenossenschaft zu gründen, hätte sie gerne 
aufgegriffen, fand dafür aber kein Verständnis. 
Resigniert hörte sich ihr Fazit an: Sie würde sich nicht noch einmal vor den Karren 
spannen. Das hatte sie unmittelbar nach der Wende getan und sich mit einer 
Fraueninitiative für eine dezentrale Abwasserversorgung stark gemacht. Ja, sie sei eine 
Befürworterin davon, dass Wasser und Energie in regionalen Kreisläufen verbleiben und 
wäre sofort dabei, würde die BTU zu einer Informationsveranstaltung in der Gemeinde 
einladen. Überhaupt sei wichtig, dass Gespräche zu solchen Themen nicht hinter 
verschlossenen Türen stattfinden. 
 
Was will ich damit sagen? Wir stehen im aktuellen Strukturwandel 2.0 vor immensen 
Herausforderungen, ohne den Vertrauensverlust überwunden zu haben, der mit dem 
Strukturwandel 1.0 nach der Wende einherging. 
 
Eine verständliche Sprache pflegen 
Und anstatt uns einer Sprache zu bedienen, die Vertrauen wiederherstellt, für 
Verständlichkeit und Transparenz sorgt, Teilhabe überhaupt erst ermöglicht, ja sogar 
Misstrauen und Konflikte ausräumen könnte, verlieren wir uns viel zu oft in einem 
nebulösen Fachchinesisch. Nicht weniger problematisch sind nichtssagende Floskeln, 
Worthülsen und leere Versprechungen, denen keiner mehr glaubt. Das spaltet die 
Gesellschaft. 
 
Deshalb ist eine klare, verständliche Sprache ein Schlüssel für die Zukunftsfähigkeit 
unserer Gesellschaft. An der Schnittstelle von Wissenschaft und Zivilgesellschaft trägt 
sie dazu bei, Potenziale ans Tageslicht zu befördern, von denen wir oft gar nicht wissen, 
dass wir sie in uns tragen. Zuhören, verstehen, mitreden und mitgestalten ist die 
Zauberformel, funktioniert aber nur, wenn wir uns auf Augenhöhe begegnen, uns einer 
verständlichen Sprache bedienen und diese pflegen. 
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Einen gemeinsamen Nenner finden 
Auch dahingehend setzte die Jahreskonferenz wohltuende Impulse. Doch wie 
geht es weiter? Dranbleiben, Mut machen, Initiative ergreifen, den 
Informationsdschungel lichten, praktische Erfahrungen und Fakten aufbereiten, 
die Basis erreichen und einen gemeinsamen Nenner finden an der Schnittstelle von 
Wissenschaft und Bürgerweisheit. Darauf wird es ankommen! 
 
 
Bei Birgit Jaslau 
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6. Illustration/Draw/Sketch 
 

 

Source:  Kumaraswamy, 2025
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Amina Drevins 

She is an Environmental Management Engineer working as a research 
associate in the three-year joint project CREATE:ENERGY. The project is 
collaboration between BTU Cottbus and RWTH Aachen, focusing on the 
concept and expansion of Citizen Science. She is currently completing 
her Master´s degree in Environmental and Resource Management 
(M.Sc). 

Saul Namango 

Saul is an Associate Professor of Chemical Engineering, a global 
advocate for innovation in academia and industry, and a believer in both 
interdisciplinary & trans-disciplinary research. His research interests 
include, sustainable materials for construction applications; 
environmental sustainability, thus, water treatment, waste management, 
renewable energy, and climate change mitigation. He is the founder of 
Bishop Namango Foundation which aims to empower underprivileged 
communities through education and environmental awareness. 

 

Swaleha Fatima 

With an academic foundation in architecture, combined with 4 years of  
practical experience in public-sector projects and community-oriented 
spaces, her interests lies in contributing to sustainable urban 
development initiatives. She is currently pursuing M.Sc in Urban Design 
from BTU Cottbus where her focus is on exploring how cities can navigate 
the shift toward decarbonization through equitable and context-sensitive 
design strategies. 

Prajna Kumaraswamy 

Prajna is an Urbanist Architect and a Multidisciplinary Artist. She strongly 
believes in design being a powerful interplay between people, nature and 
built environment.  She is on a journey of contributing towards making 
our world a better sustainable place. Passionate about live sketching, 
spatial justice, climate resilience and green transitions. She’s currently 
completing her double masters in Urban Design and Sustainable 
Revitalisation learning creative ways to shape our communities for a 
liveable future. 
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7.1. Annex 1. CREATE:ENERGY Konferenz Programm (9-10 October 2025) 
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Source: CREATE:ENERGY Forschungsprojekt, 2025. 


